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vincing juxtaposition of texts from Huarte's story 
of a certain precocious page and from Cervantes' 
parallel account of the ingenio sutil of Tomas, Dr. 
Saliilas claims that the former inspired not only 
the story of El Licenciado Vidriera, but also its 
symbolism. "En el caso que nos ocupa, Cer- 
vantes convierte en representaci6n plastica una 
teorfa cientifica" (p. 92). 

4. In the Galatea, Cervantes' early pastoral in 
which the romantic and tragic notes predominate, 
Dr. Saliilas draws attention to two notable vari- 
aeionea de estilo. The former is found in the 
sensible discussion of the shepherds Lenio and 
Tirsi relative to the amount of knowledge our 
souls bring with them into the world at birth, and 
the subsequent additions to this knowledge. The 
two theories herein expounded are found in the 
seventh chapter of Huarte's treatise. The second 
varioci&n is in the fourth book of the Galatea, 
where Caliope in verse passes in review the difer- 
encia de ingenio exhibited by the great men of 
Spain. This whole idea, together with the tech- 
nical phraseology empk^ed, seems undoubtedly 
to have been suggested by the process only casu- 
ally employed by Huarte in his investigation of 
certain ingenios in his twelfth chapter. 

5. Finally, in Persiles y Segismunda, Dr. Sal- 
iilas again finds put into dramatic symbolism a 
theory of Huarte : that of the sudden passion of 
wrath being due to the effect upon the heart pro- 
duced by the sight of some object. The parallel 
here is established between the sixth chapter of 
the Examen de Ingenios and the tragic episode 
introduced in the narrative of the journey of 
Periandro and Auristela to Rome. The details 
of the explanation of the phenomenon of wrath 
are here almost exactly identical in the two 
authors. 

This mere outline of the scientific conclusions 
of Dr. Saliilas' critical method can give no idea 
of the accumulative proof he advances in their 
support. As he says himself of the path of in- 
vestigation which he has opened : "Esto no es 
mas que el comienzo." One cannot but feel in 
laying down this work that a flood of light has 
been let in upon the deeper and hidden workings 
of Cervantes' mind, and that Dr. Juan Huarte 
de San Juan, the medical philosopher of the six- 



teenth century, was ' ' el gran inspirador de Miguel 
de Cervantes Saavedra." 



"William Wistar Comfort. 



Haverford College. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

German Literature. 

Die Briefe Der Frau Rath Goethe, gesammelt und 
herausgegeben von Albert Kosteb. Leipzig, 
Carl Ernst Poeschel, 1904. 

These letters of Goethe's mother, covering the 
period from 1774 to 1808, are both valuable to 
the student of Goethe and interesting to the 
casual reader. Her circle of correspondents was 
a wide one and included some of the people who 
played very important parts in the life of her 
son. With Lavater, the Duchess Anna Amalia 
of Weimar, Wieland and Christiane Vulpius, for 
example, she carried on a spirited correspondence 
extending over a considerable period of time. By 
far the greater part of the letters, however, are 
those written to her distinguished son himself. 
And these contain not only a wealth of interesting 
biographical allusion, but also the fullest testi- 
mony of her comprehension of him, his aims and 
desires, at the times when he was generally mis- 
understood by his associates. 

Aside from their purely biographical import 
the letters are well worth reading. The Frau 
Rath's style is vivid and easy. The tone of the 
letters intuitively suits itself to the correspondent, 
and after perusing them one is in a better position 
than ever before to appreciate the extent to which 
Goethe was indebted to his mother for his literary 
talents. 

This is the first complete edition of the Frau 
Rath's letters, Professor Koster having included 
everything of established authenticity. The two 
volumes are provided with explanatory notes, an 
index and a register of names. 

S. G. Capen. 



